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Health, Making Laws, Carrying on the People's Work, The 
Courts and Their Work, Dealings With Other Countries, Military 
Service, Preventing Frauds, Insurance, Taxation, The Citizen's 
Part, and Naturalization. In addition to these topics, the booklet 
prints the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of 
the United States. 

In a general way, this little volume describes the operation 
and the benefits of our government; and endeavors to bring home 
to the citizen his obligations in consequence of the nature of 
governmental operations and the things that it does for him. 
For example, in the chapter on The People's Rights, the citizen is 
informed that he has such rights as those of free speech, religious 
Uberty, freedom from search and from false imprisonment, 
protection of property and life, and the right to vote and hold 
office. In the chapter on The Citizen's Part he is admonished 
concerning his duty to vote and to study public questions so that 
he will vote wisely. The chapter on Mihtary Service affords no 
consolation to pacifists and "conscientious objectors." The 
citizen is told that it is his duty to fight for his country when that 
becomes necessary, and that the government has a right to con- 
script him for mihtary service. These are merely typical illus- 
trations of the method, drift, and purpose of the booklet. While 
it has a special value for immigrants and persons who are attaining 
their majority, it is well worth perusal by even the more mature 
persons who have been born in this country. 

When the booklet first appeared it received some criticism 
because it failed to mention some of the European peoples that 
are largely represented in our cosmopolitan population. This 
criticism was not fairly made, inasmuch as the passage in dispute 
only professes to refer merely to the countries that sent to our 
shores organized colonies. It did not profess to enumerate all 
the racial groups that have found a home here. 

John A. Ryan. 

A Program For Citizenship. The Committee on Special War 
Activities, National Catholic War Council, Washington, D. C, 
1919. 14 pages. 

This is essentially a manual of instruction on the opportimities 
and duties of citizenship. It is intended particularly for immi- 
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grants. Strong emphasis is laid on the truth that duties of 
citizenship are finally duties to God, inasmuch as God is the 
source of the authority exercised by governments. The topics 
treated in the pamphlet are: Civic ResponsibiUty and Education, 
Citizenship for Immigrants, Teaching English, Opportunity, Fair 
Play, Participation in Affairs, Cooperation, Equal Rights, 
Patriotism, Practical Application, Exploitation, Fundamental 
Rights, and The Immigrant's Basis for Citizenship. The spirit 
which animates the program is well described in these words of the 
Introduction: "Citizenship is our duty to God, fulfilled in our 
care and solicitude for our country whose welfare God has placed 
in our hands. The Catholic Church has ever inculcated the 
conscientious duty, not only of voting but of voting intelligently. 
The success of democracy depends upon the worth of the 
individual conscience and its insight into the duties of citizenship. 
That must extend into the field of actual duty and of present 
problems." 

John A. Ryan. 

BenetHctine Monachism, Studies in Benedictine Life and Rule. 
By the Right Reverend Cuthbert Butler, Abbot of Downside. 
Pp. 387. London, Longmans, Green and Co., 1919. 

Abbot Butler has herewith given us a plastic exposition of 
St. Benedict's idea in founding his Order. A school of God's 
service for cenobites, Christ's soldiers under the rule of the abbot, 
this is the keynote of the book. At the hand of history we are 
shown the great work of the saint of Nursia throughout the 
centuries. There have been changes, and attempts at changes, 
but the idea of St. Benedict, as embodied in his rule, has ever 
been and must be the guiding principle of the Order. This the 
author stoutly maintains, as necessary for the very life of the 
foundation against the modern tendency of centralization, vindi- 
cating the rights of each single monastery of the Benedictine 
obedience, as "the family" intended by the illustrious founder. 
This defense of the Rule as originally given communicates to the 
book a slightly polemical character, which will make it specially 
interesting to the members of the Order; yet it will prove inter- 
esting and valuable to all lovers of history, whether in the Order or 
not. It opens a clear view into the Benedictine life, whose first 



